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Word Study and Handwriting Instruction: A “Symbiotic” Relationship 
Teachers can use the letter strings that build common orthographic units they are teaching in word study as 
the content of explicit instruction for efficient and legible letter formation. This integrated instruction of 
structural elements of the written word (e.g. the <-ing> suffix or the <ea> grapheme) can become 
internalized as “integrated movement patterns” that simply flow from the hand in a legible script. Besides 
reinforcing key structures of the written word, children who effectively learn an ergonomically sound script 
in this way will continue with that script into adulthood.  

This and the following page provide 
examples of integration of the old Chancery 
script that Melvyn Ramsden uses in his Real 
Spelling Manual and in his 1992 book 
“Putting Pen to Paper”. Ann Whiting and 
Dorothy Morison who have had enormous 
success by building instruction on this 
aspect of Real Spelling kindly shared these 
examples with WordWorks.    
 
For this brief introduction to “Real Script” I 
have also included two pages from Chapter 
J of the Real Spelling Manual to give a 
sense of what is to be found in that resource.  
I encourage you to study these resources and 
to investigate this linking of handwriting and 
word study instruction further.  

Consonant Suffixes Vowel Suffixes 

Learning and practicing the graphemes for the 
phoneme /f/ 
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Stating point... 6 months later 

The following year... 

Notice how these samples of this 
student’s practice with script 
incorporate word sums and common 
graphemes like <ugh>.  
 
In the sample from a year later, we 
can see that the student is practicing 
working with how to flow into a 
letter after an <n>. Ligatures for 
<na>, <ne>, <ni>, <no> and  <no> 
are practiced, and then those ligatures 
are incorporated into words.  
 
The next 2 pages are from Chapter J 
in the Real Spelling User’s Manual. 
This is just a small sample of the kind 
of support this resource offers 
teachers.  
 
We also highly recommend 
Ramsden’s “Putting Pen to Paper” 
which is for sale on Amazon.ca. 

Example progress of a student: 
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